ARCH655 Parametric Modeling in Design
Fall 2026

Instructor: Dr. Wei Yan, Email: wyan@tamu.edu

1. Course Website and Introduction
http://bim-sim.org/ARCH655/ (URL case sensitive) 

Review the website and course syllabus before the next class. 
2. Homework 0
(A) Create and submit your digital photo for the web page:
http://bim-sim.org/ARCH655/students.html 
(1) Take/Edit your photo. Your photo should be JPG format, portrait mode, and exactly 80 (width) x 120 (height) pixels. You need to resize and crop your original photo, but don’t stretch your photo (this is a challenge). Save your result image to YourFirstname_YourLastName.jpg (like Wei_Yan.jpg).  Photoshop is suggested for editing your photo. 

(2) Submit Homework0 (A) to TAMU Canvas: http://canvas.tamu.edu
Login the site, open the course: 26 FALL ARCH 655 600: PARAMETRIC MODELING DESIGN
Go to Content->Homework 0 -> ASSIGNMENT SUBMISSION 
a) Text Submission -> Write Submission

Please describe your knowledge of any of the computer programs and computer languages we are teaching/reviewing in this course (e.g., Rhino, Grasshopper, Python, etc.)
b) Attach File -> Browse My Computer-> Locate YourFirstname_YourLastName.jpg on your computer -> Submit.
Submit (A) by Friday 10:00PM. (We want to celebrate all student projects! However, if you don’t want to have your photo thumbnail/projects displayed on the Students page of the course website, please do let the instructor know. We will then assign you an alternative submission location. Thanks.)
(B) Download and install Rhinoceros 8 for Windows or Mac (Grasshopper included)
https://www.rhino3d.com (90-day Evaluation Version, then if needed purchase Student Version at: http://www.creationengine.com or http://www.studica.com  or other websites for about $135~150).

Complete (B) by Friday. 
(C) Prepare file storage devices
It is recommended that you use cloud (e.g. Google Drive or One Drive) or have an external hard disk drive for backup of all your files. Backup is very important when you work with computers. As a good strategy, always store your important files in at least two different places! (You don't need to bring your external hard disk drive to class.)

It is also recommended that you use a USB drive (e.g., 4GB or more) for temporary backup and for transferring your files from your laptop to your external hard disk drive and/or lab computers.

Complete (C) within a week.

NOTE: I will communicate with you through your university email. Check your university email often, or forward it to your frequently used email. Use Subject line: “ARCH655 [and topic]” when writing email.
